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which Mr. Charles Binney himself has written. We skip 
from a letter of 1847 to a short review of a case in 1848, and 
then to the death of Binney 's older sister (and of Charles 
Chauncey) in 1849; all this in two pages, and it is the sum 
of what we learn in regard to these three years. There is no 
word of explanation attempting to weave events one into the 
other; not infrequently the suddenness of the change is any- 
thing but literary. Considering the fact that the work on the 
volume has been mainly that of compilation, the fault is readily 
to be understood, but it might probably have been guarded 
against by a more extended research, quite possible in respect 
of the life of one so recently deceased. 

The avowed attempt has been to show Horace Binney as 
citizen and lawyer, and to produce in his own words the prin- 
ciples of government he formulated or approved. It is with- 
out doubt that the publication will be inceptive to further study 
of those principles; but it is believed the publication is more 
amply justified and more fully to be praised on a far different 
ground. The example set by the nobility of the lives of great 
and eminent men must needs be the incentive and the inspira- 
tion of every aspiring student. The study of biography is the 
bed-rock of encouragement. A book that has given us a last- 
ing impression of one whose learning in the law was unsur- 
passed, whose attainments caused him to be judged the leader 
of the American Bar, and whose life was a model of consis- 
tency and beauty of character, must of necessity come wel- 
comely to the hands of those who find some measure of profit 
in the admiration of the lives and the achievements of noble 
and illustrious men. E. H. B. 



Fire Insurance as a Valid Contract, in Event of Fire and 
as Affected by Construction and Waiver, Estoppel and Ad- 
justment of Claims thereunder, including an Analysis and 
Comparison of the Various Standard Forms, all reduced to 
Rules, with the Relevant Statutory Provisions of all the 
States. By George A. Clement, of the New York Bar, 
Editor of Fire Insurance Digest, Probate Reports Annotated, 
and the New York Annotated Code of Civil Procedure. Pp. 
vii-xcviii+ 1-637. New York: Baker, Voorhis & Company, 
1903. 

Out of the existing chaos and confusion in which the law 
of fire insurance was, the author has attempted and succeeded, 
in one volume, in reducing the decisions of the courts to cer- 
tain, clear, logical, and concise rules. Such a book is of great 
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value to the practitioner and to anyone either directly or in- 
directly interested in loss claims, whether in or out of court, 
as it is a thorough and exhaustive tabulation of the rules 
applicable to the limited portion of the field which deals with 
the conditions in the policy of insurance. All questions that 
arise in case of fire, from the time of its occurrence until final 
adjustment and payment, can be decided with the aid of the 
rules in this volume. 

A book of rules diflfers essentially from a text-book. The 
former, as a consequence, is of greater value to the practitioner 
and interested layman because in it are to be found not a 
writer's views on what the law ought to be or is, but rules 
binding upon the courts and upon which they, in fact, do act. 

The author treats the subject by classifying the rules de- 
ducted from decisions according to the two classes of condi- 
tions in the policy : (a) " Those which become operative in 
the event of fire upon the assumption that the claim is a valid 
contract, and (b) those which declare it to be void in specified 
events. This plan is carried out in all its completeness, and 
is one upon which the courts have acted. 

The book is systematically arranged, so that little difficulty 
will be had in finding the rules applicable to the particular 
facts of any given case. The table of contents is quite com- 
plete, in that way adding greatly to the value of the book for 
use. Each rule is supplemented by a list of cases in the 
various jurisdictions where the questions have arisen. The 
book contains such statutory provisions in all the states as ap- 
pertain to the rules, and such as are relevant or affect the sub- 
ject matter — namely, the claim of the insurer in the event of 
fire. S. G. S. 



The Law Relating to Oil and Gas, including Oil and Gas 
Leases, Production of Oil and Gas, both Natural and Arti- 
ficial, and Supplying Heat and Light thereby, whether by 
Private Corporations or Municipalities. By W. W. Thorn- 
ton, of the Indianapolis Bar. Pp. 918-l-cxi. The W. H. 
Anderson Company, Cincinnati, 1904. 

Whatever may be the thought of the general practitioner 
upon the subject of oil and gas law, it takes but a casual 
glance at Mr. Thornton's treatise to convince one that here 
is a subject which cannot be dismissed with several chapters 
of a few pages and less authority, as we so often find it to be 
in " the whole law in two volumes." 

The author has handled his subject with exceeding minute- 
ness; for instance, we find several chapters relating to fix- 



